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Abstract:

Robert Browning's dramatic monologues are poems in which the speaker addresses a silent audience, revealing
their thoughts and feelings through extended soliloquiesto create a dramatic, dramatic and intense effect. These
monologues are characterized by their complex and psychologically rich characters, their use of irony, and their
exploration of themes such as love, death, religion, and human nature.

This comparative study delves into the creativity and thematic concerns present in the works of Robert
Browning, specifically in his notable monologues. As a celebrated poet of the Victorian era, Browning's unique
style is characterized by first-person narration, intricate characters, and linguistic experimentation. Through an
in-depth examination of monologues such as "My Last Duchess,” "Fra Lippo Lippi,"” and "Soliloquy of the
Spanish Cloister," this study explores the psychological complexities of Browning's characters and the themes
of power, control, morality, religion, envy, and jealousy that pervade his work. By comparing and contrasting
these monologues, the study aims to provide a deeper understanding of Browning's creative approach and his
enduring relevance to modern readers.

Throughout his career, Browning wrote a wide range of poems, including religious poems, love poems, and
political poems, but he is best known for his dramatic monologues. In these poems, Browning explores the inner
thoughts and motivations of characters in a variety of historical and contemporary settings. He often used the
monologue form to create tension and suspense, and to reveal the psychological complexities of his characters.
Browning's monologues are considered innovative for their time and are widely read and studied today. He is
also known for his unconventional use of rhyme, rhythm, and meter in his poetry, which helped to make free
from the strict formal structures that were popular in the 19th century.

INTRODUCTION:

Robert Browning (1812-1889) was an
English poet and playwright, considered
one of the greatest Victorian era
poets.Robert Browning was known for his
dramatic monologues. He was born in
London to a middle-class family and was
well-educated, with a broad knowledge of
classical literature and the arts. He
published his first collection of poems,
"Pauline,” at the age of 20. [1]

Some of the most famous and well-known
monologues by Browning include:

1. "My Last Duchess™ - This
monologue is spoken by the Duke of
Ferrara and describes the painting of his
last wife and the reasons behind her death.
The monologue is considered a classic
example of  Browning's  dramatic
monologues and is widely studied in
literature classes.

2. "Fra Lippo Lippi"" - This
monologue is spoken by the titular
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character, a Florentine painter, who
describes his experiences as a young man
in Florence and his views on art and
religion.

3. "Andrea del Sarto” - This
monologue is spoken by the Renaissance
artist “Andrea del Sarto”, who reflects on
his artistic career and the compromises he
made in his personal life.

4. "The Bishop Orders His Tomb
at Saint Praxed's Church™ - This
monologue is spoken by a bishop who
reflects on his life and his impending
death, and the preparations he has made
for his tomb.

5. "Soliloquy of the Spanish
Cloister™ - This monologue is spoken by a
Spanish monk who vents his frustrations
and jealousy towards his fellow monk,
Brother Lawrence.

These monologues are considered some of
Browning's most notable works and
showcase his mastery of the dramatic form.
They are often studied in literature classes
and are considered important contributions
to English poetry and literature.[2]

COMPARISON OF VARIOUS
DRAMATIC MONOLOGUES BY
ROBERT BROWNING:

Robert Browning's dramatic monologues
are known for their complex characters,
use of irony, and exploration of themes
such as love, death, religion, and human
nature. While many of his monologues
share these characteristics, each one is
unique and offers a different perspective
on these themes.

For example:

1. "My Last Duchess" is a
monologue spoken by the Duke of Ferrara
and explores themes of jealousy, power,
and relationships. The Duke's arrogant and

controlling attitude is revealed through his
discussion of his previous wife and the
painting that portrays her.

2. "Fra Lippo Lippi™ is a
monologue spoken by a Florentine painter
and explores themes of art, religion, and
freedom. The speaker's views on these
subjects are revealed through his
experiences as a young man in Florence.

3. “Andrea del Sarto” is a
monologue spoken by a Renaissance artist
and explores themes of artistic ambition
and personal sacrifice. The speaker reflects
on his career and the compromises he has
made in his personal life.

4. "The Bishop Orders His Tomb
at Saint Praxed's Church™ is a
monologue spoken by a bishop and
explores themes of mortality, religion, and
legacy. The speaker reflects on his life and
his impending death and the preparations
he has made for his tomb.

5. "Soliloquy of the Spanish
Cloister” is a monologue spoken by a
Spanish monk and explores themes of
jealousy, religion, and human nature. The
speaker vents his frustrations and jealousy
towards his fellow monk, Brother
Lawrence.

Theme of "*"My Last Duchess"

Each of these monologues offers a unique
perspective on the themes explored by
Browning and provides a different insight
into the complex psychology of his
characters. The comparison of these
monologues highlights Browning's
versatility as a poet and his ability to
create a wide range of dramatic and
psychologically rich characters.

My Last Duchess" is a dramatic
monologue by Robert Browning, written
in 1842. The speaker of the monologue is
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the Duke of Ferrara, and he is addressing
an emissary of another nobleman, who has
come to negotiate a marriage proposal for
his daughter. The Duke uses the
opportunity to talk about his previous wife,
the Duchess, and the portrait that hangs in
his palace.

The theme of the poem is the show of
power and control. Through his discussion
about his last wife, the duke reveals his
controlling and possessive nature. He is
unhappy with the Duchess because she
was too flirtatious and independent, and by
order he had killed her “all smiles stopped
together”. He views her as a possession,
and he is proud to have the power to
control her even after her death.

The summary of the poem is that the Duke
of Ferrara is discussing his previous wife,
the Duchess, with an emissary of another
nobleman. He is proud of his power over
her, and he boasts about the portrait of her
in his palace, which shows her in a
submissive and obedient pose. The Duke's
possessive and controlling nature is
revealed through his conversation, and he
ultimately reveals that he had the Duchess
killed because of her independence and
flirtatiousness.[3]

Overall, the poem "My Last Duchess" is a
psychologically intricate piece of writing
that delves into the theme of dominance
and manipulation in romantic
relationships.Through the Duke's
monologue, Browning provides insight
into the workings of the human psyche and
the dangerous consequences of obsession
and possessiveness.

Theme of “Fra Lippo Lippi”

"Fra Lippo Lippi" is a dramatic
monologue by Robert Browning, written
in 1855. The speaker of the monologue is a
Florentine painter, “Fra Lippo Lippi”, who

is speaking to a Dominican friar. The
speaker recounts his life story and reflects
on his experiences as an artist and a man.
The theme of the poem is the conflict
between art and religion. “Fra Lippo
Lippi” is torn between his passion for art
and his commitment to the religious life.
He is a passionate and independent spirit
who is drawn to the beauty and freedom of
the art world, but he is also conflicted
about his obligations to the church and his
desire to live a pious life.

The summary of the poem is that “Fra
Lippo Lippi”, a Florentine painter, is
speaking to a Dominican friar. He recounts
his life story and reflects on his
experiences as an artist and a man. He is
torn between his passion for art and his
commitment to the religious life, and he
reflects on the conflict between these two
aspects of his life. He ultimately concludes
that art and religion can coexist, and that
both are important and necessary for the
human experience.[4]

Thus in "Fra Lippo Lippi,” Browning
delves into the complex theme of the
tension between art and religion, creating a
psychologically rich poem. Through the
monologue of Fra Lippo Lippi, the poet
offers an insightful exploration of the
human psyche and the conflict that arises
between our creative impulses and our
moral duties.

Theme of “Andrea del Sarto”"

"“Andrea del Sarto”™ is a dramatic
monologue by Robert Browning, written
in 1855. The speaker of the monologue is
“Andrea del Sarto”, a Renaissance painter,
who is speaking to his friend and
confidant, Francesco. In the monologue,
Andrea reflects on his life and art, and he
tells  Francesco about his failed
relationship with his wife, Lucrezia.
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The theme of the poem is the tension
between the creative impulse and the
constraints of reality. “Andrea del Sarto” is
a talented painter who is frustrated by the
limitations that reality imposes on his art.
He is haunted by his own inadequacies and
by his inability to live up to his own
artistic vision. At the same time, he is also
consumed by his love for his wife,
Lucrezia, and by his disappointment in her
infidelity.

The summary of the poem is that “Andrea
del Sarto” is speaking to his friend,
Francesco, about his life and art. He
reflects on his talent as a painter, and on
the limitations that reality imposes on his
art. He is also consumed by his love for his
wife, Lucrezia, and by his disappointment
in her infidelity. Despite his frustrations
and limitations, he remains a dedicated and
passionate artist, driven by the creative
impulse.[5]

Overall, "Andrea del Sarto” is a complex
and psychologically rich poem that
explores the theme of the tension between
the creative impulse and the constraints of
reality. Through Andrea's monologue,
Browning provides insight into the
workings of the human psyche and the
struggle between our artistic vision and the
limitations of the world around us.

Theme of “The Bishop Orders His
Tomb at Saint Praxed's Church"'

"The Bishop Orders His Tomb at Saint
Praxed's Church" is a dramatic monologue
by Robert Browning, written in 1845. The
speaker of the monologue is an unnamed
bishop who is speaking to the members of
his diocese about his plans for his tomb. In
the monologue, the bishop reveals his
ambitions and his desire for a grand and
elaborate tomb that will be a fitting
testament to his greatness.

The theme of the poem is the desire for
power and the corrupting influence of
wealth and status. The bishop is a corrupt
and selfish figure who is more concerned
with his own legacy and his own power
than with the welfare of his flock. He is
driven by his desire for wealth, status, and
power, and he is willing to use any means
necessary to achieve these goals, even if it
means exploiting the people he is
supposed to serve.

The summary of the poem is that an
unnamed bishop is speaking to the
members of his diocese about his plans for
his tomb. He reveals his ambitions and his
desire for a grand and elaborate tomb that
will be a fitting testament to his greatness.
The bishop is a corrupt and selfish figure
who is more concerned with his own
legacy and his own power than with the
welfare of his flock. He is driven by his
desire for wealth, status, and power. [6]
Overall, "The Bishop Orders His Tomb at
Saint Praxed's Church” is a powerful and
thought-provoking poem that explores the
themes of power, corruption, and
ambition. Through the bishop's
monologue, Browning provides a stark and
unflinching portrait of the dangers of
unchecked ambition and the corrosive
influence of wealth and status on the
human soul.

Theme of "Soliloquy of the Spanish
Cloister"

"Soliloquy of the Spanish Cloister" is a
dramatic monologue written by Robert
Browning in 1842. The poem is spoken by
a Spanish monk who is reflecting on the
behavior and motives of his fellow monk,
Brother Lawrence. [7]

The theme of the poem is the struggle
between religious ideals and human
jealousy and envy. The speaker of the
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monologue is a self-righteous and narrow-
minded individual who is filled with
suspicion and distrust towards his fellow
monk. He expresses his disdain for Brother
Lawrence's supposedly insincere religious
devotion, which he sees as a means to gain
the favor of the abbot and the other monks.
The speaker's jealousy and envy,
combined with his rigid adherence to
religious tradition, lead him to a distorted
and skewed view of the world.

The summary of the poem is that a
Spanish monk is reflecting on the behavior
and motives of his fellow monk, Brother
Lawrence. The speaker is a self-righteous
and narrow-minded individual who is
filled with suspicion and distrust towards
his fellow monk. He expresses his disdain
for Brother Lawrence's supposedly
insincere religious devotion, which he sees
as a means to gain the favour of the abbot
and the other monks. The speaker's
jealousy and envy, combined with his rigid
adherence to religious tradition, lead him
to a distorted and skewed view of the
world.

Browning's "Soliloquy of the Spanish
Cloister" is a compelling and reflective
piece of poetry that investigates the themes
of envy and jealousy, as well as the
erosion of spiritual values. By using the
voice of the speaker to deliver a
monologue, the poet presents an incisive
and uncompromising depiction of the
perils of moral arrogance and intolerance,
and the detrimental effects these traits can
have on the human spirit.[8]

SIMILARITIES IN
MONOLOGUES BY
BROWNING

Robert Browning's dramatic monologues
are characterized by their exploration of

DRAMATIC
ROBERT

the inner thoughts and feelings of the
speaker. Many of these monologues are
written in the first person, allowing the
reader to gain insight into the character's
thoughts and motivations.

A number of common themes and
elements can be found in Browning's
monologues, including:

1. Psychological exploration:
Browning's monologues often delve into
the complex psychological states of the
speaker, revealing their  innermost
thoughts, desires, and motivations.

2. Conflict and tension: Many of
Browning's monologues feature a tension
between the speaker's personal desires and
the restrictions placed upon them by
society or other external forces. This
creates an underlying sense of conflict and
dramatic tension in the poems.

3. The power of art: Many of
Browning's monologues, such as "Fra
Lippo Lippi," explore the role of art and
artists in society, and the tension between
artistic expression and societal norms.

4. The struggle between good and
evil: Browning's monologues often feature
characters grappling with moral and
ethical questions, and the struggle between
good and evil is a recurring theme in his
work.

5. The use of setting and historical
context: Browning's monologues are often
set in specific historical periods and
locations, and he uses these settings to
explore larger social and cultural issues.
Browning's dramatic monologues are
characterized by their psychological depth,
the exploration of complex themes, and the
use of first-person narration to provide
insight into the characters' inner thoughts
and motivations.
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CREATIVITY IN MONOLOGUES BY
ROBERT BROWNING

Robert Browning's dramatic monologues
are considered to be among the most
creative works of the Victorian era. His
use of first-person narration and the
exploration of the inner thoughts and
feelings of his characters set his
monologues apart from other forms of
poetry of the time.[9]

Some of the key elements of Browning's
creative approach include:

1. Innovative use of form: Browning's
monologues are written in verse, but they
are not traditional sonnets or lyrics. He
used a free-flowing, conversational style
that allowed him to delve into the
psychological depths of his characters.

2. Complex characters: Browning's
monologues feature complex, multi-
dimensional characters who are often
grappling with complex psychological and
moral issues. This allows him to explore a
range of human emotions and motivations
in his work.

3. Use of historical  settings:
Browning often set his monologues in
specific historical periods and locations,
using these settings to explore larger social
and cultural issues. This gave his work a
sense of historical context and helped to
make his characters and their stories more
vivid and engaging.

4. Playful, irreverent tone: Despite the
often-serious themes of his work,
Browning often infused his monologues
with a playful, irreverent tone that adds a
sense of humor and levity to his characters
and their situations.

5. Experimentation with language:
Browning was known for his innovative
use of language, and his monologues often
feature complex syntax and obscure words
and references. This added an intellectual

depth to his work, but also made it
challenging for readers to fully
comprehend the meaning of his poems.

CONCLUSION:

Robert Browning's dramatic monologues
are widely regarded as some of the most
creative and innovative works of the
Victorian era. He distinguished himself
from other poets of his time by utilizing
first-person narration, complex characters,
historical settings, playful tone, and
experimentation with language, which
challenged and rewarded readers.

Through his monologues, Browning
reveals the psychological complexities of
his characters, who often grapple with
conflicting desires and intense emotions.
This study has also explored the themes of
power, control, morality, religion, envy,
and jealousy that pervade Browning's
work, revealing the poet's preoccupations
and interests. By comparing and
contrasting key monologues, the study has
provided a deeper understanding of
Browning's creative approach and his
enduring relevance to contemporary
readers.

Browning's dramatic monologues are
considered masterpieces of the form and
are still widely studied and appreciated
today. His use of the dramatic monologue
allowed him to create a powerful tool for
exploring the human psyche and for
revealing the complexities of the human
condition.

Overall, this study highlights Browning's
significant contribution to the dramatic
monologue form and to the literary canon
as a whole.
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